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~t.. ... !m1",t ... ",m tlti4'" Roberts' com fields to see it work fml1cr's back is not long enough nor 
W*~ e ..... Ii'"'''.. 11le com was C}.1m heavy- most of strong enough to Cut it with sickles 

FaID~:'i' ,. A U(;UST26, 1896 

P. Butts ' Son, of Oneonta. sold 
J,I. Robens and Will Brownell a 
Deering com harvesting machine. 
CJ, Elliott, generaJ agent and pcrfcClor 
of the harvester set it up and oper­
ated it. He was assisted byT..'\. Geno. 
of Kingston; AT. L"me, of Ponland, 
Me,; CEo Lazellc, of \'(lhite River 
Junct ion, Vt,; CR. Booran, of 
aleshire, Q, About thinyfanllers 
were present in Brownell's and 

it about twelve feet high . Some of it or com cutters . And until we get 
was blown down by the wind and absolutely fire siher he Call1ot afford 
had been tangled up by cows to hire day boor to do it. One rerun 
running through it, but the Deering of horses handled it with as much 
J-L-trvester did not seem to mind that. ease as they would a mowing 
It separated the tangled com, picked machine. Famlers who wish to see 
up the lodged and cut it up and t ied this com harvester work should visit 
it in to bundles bener than could be Brownell's or Robens', East 
done by hand. Every one present Meredith, during the next week or 
WOlS well pleased with the working of two. f t will pay you to do so. llle 
this machine. I t will supply a long bo)S will be glad to see you ;Uld will 
felt 'want in com raising, as with the use you well, Mr. Baker, Mr. Butts' 
immense acreage the average representative, was present at [he tria l. 

"Better than Could be Done by Hand" 
By Richard Stinson & Caroline de Marrais 

The short 
a r t icle above 
comes from the 
August 28, 1896 
Delaware Connty 
Da£ryman news­
pape r, talking 
about the fi rs t 
corn ha rvest ing 
machine used in 
East Meredith, The occas ion 
was so important that H orace 
Hanford brought hi s big box 
camera on a tripod. He set 
hi s camera up out in the fie ld 
and took at least two photo­
grap hs to ce lebrate the eve nt 
(see one of the pictures 
a bove). 

iVlachines li ke these were 

the "Indus trial Revolution" of 
agriculture. As Richard 
Stinson, who wrote the ar­
ticle , states, "the average 
(arme l" s back is not long 
enough nor s trong enough to 
cut it with sickles ,., landl he 
ca nnot afford to hil'c day labor 
to do it," We have no reconls 
to s how just exactly what it 

cost in t ime and 
money in East 
Meredith , but I once 
asked my own grand­
father who cut corn 
by ha nd in the ea rly 
1920$ in northe rn 
India na. According 
to him , as a teen he 
cut what he called 

" 10 row squa re" shocks of 
corn . This mea nt that he cut 

Contl:nued on page 4 

In This Issue: 
Corn Harvesting Page 1 

Page 2 
Page 2 

Up-Coming Events Pagc 3 



Page 2 Hallrord 1\ \ills J\ \USClIlll Jul\·-Aug .. 2007 

Hanford Mills Museum is not associated with a great historical event 0 1' a famous indi ­
vidual, but it - or a place like it - was important in almost every rura l community. A hun · 
dred years ago you could find a version of this mill in a lmost every small town - the family 
owned business that made small town America work. The only thing that ma kes Hanford 
Mills unique is that it survived . Ha nford NIills Muse um gives people a chance to see the 
type of business that shaped life and work in ma ny rural vi llages_ 

Thanks to the s upport of our generous members and friends, Ha nford Nlilis Museum 
operates it's sawmill, gristmill, a nd woodworking shops with the origina l waterwheel and a 
newly restored steam power plant. Lumber is sawn from logs, a nimal feed ground, and milk 
crates and barrel heads made. Each year thousands of visitors, school groups, and tour 
groups experience the power ofhistol'Y at work at Ha nford Mills Museum. 

This year Hanford Mills wi ll a lso have the honor ofwe1coming hundreds of members of 
the Society for the Preserva tion of Old Mills (SPOOM). The Muse um will host the 
orga nization's annual conference from September 20th to 23rd • Conference attendance is not 
limi ted to SPOOM members , so we're encouraging all of the members and friends who share 
a n affini ty for Ha nford Mill to register for the conference a nd learn more about many spe­
cialized aspects of the preservation, operation, and interpretation of historic mills_ 

On Thursday, September 20th , t he schedule features hands-on, interactive workshops in 
timber fram ing, steam operation, blacksmithing, a nd preparing food on a coal-fired cook 
stove. On the morning of Friday, September 2pt, you can attend seminars on stea m power, 
mi ll stones. the restorat ion ofa waterpower sawm ill , modern 
wind power, a nd mill interpretation. That a fte rnoon attend­
ees will tour the historic sawm ill at Ha nford Mills and a 
modern sawmill at Wightman's Lumber. Saturday, Septem· 
bel' 22"d, features a day-long bus tour of mill sites th rou gh­
out the Fin ger La ke s_ The SPOOM Conference also in­
cludes an amateur photography contest. Pa rticipating in a 
day of the conference, or the entire event, when it's hosted at 
Hanford Mills is a great way to learn more about mills with 
Ha nford Mills' a uthentic and wonderfully preserved indus­
t rial complex as a backdrop. Visit hanfordmills.org or 
spoom.org, or ca ll the Museum at 800-295-4992, for more 
information on the confe rence. 

Liz Callaha n 
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Up-Coming Special Events 
Antique Engine Jalnboree - Sept. 8-9 
See ad at right -+ -+ -+ -+ -+ -+ -+ -+ 
Quilt & Textil e Show - Thursday, Sept. 20 
to Monday, Oct. 8 (closed Mondays exce pt holidays) 
View historic a nd mode rn quil ts, plus other hi s to ric 
texti les (including hi s tori c clothing) displayed 
throughout the John Ha nford Farmhouse, If you have 
a qu ilt or tex tiles you wou ld like to exhibit please call 
1-800-295-4992 or email hanford 2@hanfordmill s.org. 

Miller's Harvest Festival - Sunday, Oct. 7-
10 to 5 
Celebrate ingenuity and industriousness, and explore 
the skill of craftspeople and fa nners at work. Guided 
nature walk , hands-on activit ies, steam power a nd 
agricultUl'a l machinery demonstrations, 

Closing Day - Monday, Oc tober 15 

The 24t;h Annual 

Antique 
Engine 

amboree 

5ept.eml1er I) &. 9. 2fXJ7 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
tIove.".,rt; F ... " Ot:f'>"nc.....nt 

~eG ~QtI! <bY" 

NOTE: Alt.hollgh we are closed. on most Mondays, we will be open on the Mond.ays of holidoy 
September 3rd ond October 8,h, & on OW" lo st open doy, October 15,h. 

Sol. & SlIn,AlI$ust 4-5 -gllln to '2 pill - f or people who'vc takcn ou r 

... J"'8i,,,,0,, dn~ m "''''I know 0 little wood corville, but wa nt 10 know 
more - this doss is for lJOll 

Fee: $75 non·members, $67 museum members, bring lunch. 

Cookstove Cookins [AD] 

Rcturn r cgistl"ation & fce to : 
l(an ford Mills Museum, I~.O. Uox 99, 

East Meredith , NY 13757 

Saturdo'.l' A~laust 18 - 930 am 102 pm - Pllrlicipa nts will creale a 1920s fatlll 

Il\eal on the cool- fired ranee to eat in Ihe house's dinine rOO I11. 
Fee: $,10 non·members, $36 museum members. 

For morc information: Timbe,lramins [TF-I] 
Ca ll 1-800-295-4992 or E- Sat.&Sun_ So-pt. 15-16. witb a frccbonu5 dOl] Mon_Sepl.17 _ gam 105 pm - Get 

Mail a hands-on intro.to b Uilding a ti mberframe structure . 
• . .. .. . . . h!l~I~O~(g®~I~ I !f~~d.n!i!I ~.';I I]. "" ... "." . "" ... . . "."" . " . . . . " . " F $1"0 b Si3" 

2007 \Vo rkshop Regislr:ltions 

Name ______________ _ 

Address ______________ _ 
Workshop 

City Stale __ Zip _ _ _ Numocr Fee 

Phone ___________ _ 

[ - t>.Iail 

TOTA I . FEE* 

. ee: Ll non·mem crs, " 
muscum members, drinks in­
cluded. please bring a bag lunch. 

QUilt.inS' Applique 
[QA-1J 
Saturdal], Ocloix-r 6.IOam t03 pm 

Loarn Ihe basics 01 hand appliquod 
quilting frOllllo le nlod ql,iltc r AnllC 

Sial in. You wi l l lllClkclI block to l.!Ike 
home, 

Fee: $35 non·members. S3 1 
mu se um lI1 C' mbc n:. bring lunch. 



Coni in/led from page " 
10 stalks from 10 rows each to 
make a shock, with a tota l of 
100 s t.alks of CO l'll pel' shock. 
H e made 10¢ a s hock and he 
could cut 50 shocks in H day. 
That equaled SO.OO which was 
pretty good pay fOL' the 19205. 
He sa id his own father could 
cut 80 to JOO shocks in a day 
(making S8 0 1' SlO)! 

Let's do a little math. 
AccoL'ding to a modem publi · 
ca tion on growi ng co rn, a low 
end for production of stalks 
on an acre of land would 
reasonably be 16,000. That's 
160 shocks of com from an 
acre, which equa ls $16. Now 
if you had 40 acres planted in 
corn and hired men to harvest 
it, it wo uld cost you $640 in 
the 1920s. That's a lot of 
money. Of course, it would 
have cost less in 1896 in New 
York, but you can see why the 
loca l farm ers were inte rested 
in this new machine. H a nford 

H~mrord Mills J\ \useum 

viSit Hanford Mills Museum 
today, yo u can see a n early 
corn harves ter like the one 
Roberts and Brownell bought. 
It is in open stOl'age in the 
Pavilion. It was once used by 

Bnndlesof 
corn slalks 
dumped 
from 

Corn tied 

J uly·Aug., 2007 

the loca l draft horse dub to 
hal'ves t the Museum's fi elds, 
and hopefully some day again , 
it will be at work in our 
fi e lds. ~ 

Corn drawn in 
here Cll t 

Tlti-s image of a corn harveSI.er cOllies from the J 906 Deering Ca/.alog. 
The mai'l wheel not only helps transport the machine, bllt it also 

provides power for I.he chal:ns tha/. draw the corn l:n to be CI I,t. and the 
binder that ties corn slalks together so they can be slacked in a shock. 

Mills recorded it first corn _--;:=========================::::; harveste r sa le in 1912. It was 
so ld for 8 110. Tha t was a lot 
of money to lay out at one 
t ime and in ] 896 the machine 
likely cost a little more, but as 

MILLWORK 
you ca ll sec fl'om the article, July·AU4., 2007 CoPYTi4.ht «l2D07 Hanford Mills M useum Vol. 20 - No.3 

two farmers J oe Roberts and 
Will Brownell (cousi ns) 
bought the machine as part· 
ners. As re ported in the 
a rticle, the work was done so 
quickly and easily it wo uld 
not be a ha l'dship for a couple 
farme rs to share the use of 
the machine. AJso, S llO for a 
machine is a lso a whole lot 
less than pay ing workers $640 
or more for a ha rvest done by 
ha nd. 

Today, ca rll harvestel's not 
only cut co rn stalks, but will 
al so pick and hus k the eaL'S 0 1' 

chop the whole plant into 
silage (a nimal feed). If you 

Hanford Mills Museum 
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